Draft email: 

Majority Leader Pederson, Minority Leader Braun and members of the Senate – 
I am writing to express strong support for HB 1974, an important piece of legislation that would give counties a powerful new tool to address our growing need for affordable housing and long‑term land stewardship.
HB 1974 creates a framework for counties to establish land banks — public corporations, housing authorities, or qualified nonprofits — empowering them to acquire, hold, improve, and develop land for public benefit. This authority is essential for building stable, community‑driven solutions to housing affordability and displacement.
Specifically, HB 1974 would:
· Allow counties to authorize a land bank with county‑wide reach to acquire and manage land.
· Enable these entities to buy, hold, improve, and develop land specifically for public benefit, with housing as the primary goal.
· Require land banks to prioritize affordable housing and anti‑displacement efforts, ensuring development supports long‑term community stability.
· Create a grant program and provide needed tax exemptions to help land banks operate effectively.
· Establish robust governance, oversight, and reporting requirements through monitoring and auditing.
This bill offers a meaningful, long‑term approach to increasing the supply of affordable housing and preserving community assets. Land banks have proven successful in other regions, and HB 1974 gives Washington counties the structure and support they need to implement them responsibly and transparently.
With rising housing costs and increasing displacement pressures, HB 1974 is a timely and pragmatic solution. I respectfully urge you to move this bill forward.
Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to addressing housing challenges in our state.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Organization, if applicable]
[Your Contact Information]
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